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CONFIDENTIAL COLOMBO 2988 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINR, CE 

SUB J : BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON FOREIGN MINISTER, A.C.S. 

HAMEED 

REF: STATE 185477 

1 . A.C.S. HAMEED, A VETERAN UNITED NATIONAL PARTY (UNP) 

POLITICIAN, HAS BEEN APPOINTED FOREIGN MINISTER, THE FIRST 
TIME IN SRI LANKA'S HISTORY THAT THIS PORTFOLIO HAS NOT BEEN 
RETAINED BY THE PRIME MINISTER. HE IS THE FIRST MOSLEM EN- 
TRUSTED WITH HANDLING THE COUNTRY'S FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

2. IT HAD BEEN RUMORED THAT HAMEED WANTED THE EDUCATION PORT 
FOLIO, BUT SEVERAL MONTHS PRIOR TO THE ELECTION, HE REPORTEDLY 
ASKED TO BE FOREIGN MINISTER. ACCORDING TO AN MFA OFFICIAL, 

HAMEED HAS AN EXCELLENT GRASP OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND HAS QUICKLY 
ESTABLISHED HIMSELF IN HIS JOB AND BEEN ACCEPTED BY THE CAREER 
FOREIGN SERVICE. HAMEED HAS TRAVELED WIDELY, INCLUDING VISITS 

TO THE U.S., THE U.K., JAPAN, AND GERMANY. IN ALL OF THOSE 
PLACES, HE TOLD EMBASSY OFFICERS, HE WAS A KEEN STUDENT OF 
THEIR POLITICAL SYSTEMS. HE SEEMS TO BE PARTICULARLY CONVER- 
SANT ON JAPANESE PLITICS AND SOCIETY. 

3. HAMEED, LONG INTERESTED IN FOREIGN POLICY, WAS A MEMBER 
OF CEYLON'S DELEGATION TO THE UN DURING THE PERIOD 1965-70. 
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THERE IS NOTHING IN EMBASSY FILES REFLECTING HIS VIEWS ON 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS; HE RECENTLY, HOWEVER, STATED PUBLICLY THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT WILL NOT RECOGNIZE ISRAEL UNTIL IT GIVES UP THE 
AREAS FORCIBLY OCCUPIED DURING THE 1967 ARAB-ISRAEL WAR. 

4. A 50- YEAR OLD DEVOUT MOSLEM, HAMEED IS SHORT AND 
EXTREMELY SOFT-SPOKEN IN CONVERSATION - IT PAYS TO SIT AS 
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CLOSE TO HIM AS POSSIBLE. HE IS INVOLVED IN NUMEROUS RELIGIOUS 
ORGANIZATIONS AND ATTENDS THE MOSQUE REGULARLY. 

5. DESPITE HIS SOFT SPOKENNESS, HAMEED IS DESCRIBED AS BEING 
OPEN, GREGARIOUS, AND BPULICITY CONSCIOUS. HE CONSIDERS HIM- 
SELF TO BE A PERSUASIVE SPEAKER AND HAS REPORTEDLY SAID THAT 
HE HOPES TO SUE THAT TALENT TO GOOD ADVANTAGE IN SEEKING 
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE. 

6. HAMEED SMOKES AND AT PUBLIC GATHERINGS WILL TAKE A DRINK, 
USUALLY BRANDY. AT SMALL, PRIVATE AFFAIRS, HE REPORTEDLY 
WILL DRINK MORE FREELY. HE GIVES THE GENERAL IMPRESSION 

OF ILL HEALTH. FROM THE COLOR OF HIS FACE, HIS SOMETIMES UN- 
EASY MOVEMENTS, AND HIS REFUSAL OF SUGAR, HE MAY BE DIABETIC. 
HAMEED HAS BEEN FRIENDLY WITH EMBASSY OFFICERS AND HAS BEEN 
DECIDELY PRO-AMERICAN. HIS ENGLISH IS GOOD AND NO INTERPRETER 
IS REQUIRED. 

WRIGGINS 
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